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Methodology

• Telephone survey of 300 residents of Northwestern Ontario conducted 

March 1 – 10, 2010.

• The interview was conducted with the adult (age 18 and over) in the 

household who is most familiar with household garbage disposal.

• Data were weighted to reflect the age and gender distribution of 

Northwestern Ontario residents.

• 2001 data are taken from an Environics survey including interviews with 311 

Northwestern Ontarians.

• Margin of error (M.O.E.) at the 95% confidence level for the full sample of 300 is ± 5.7 

percentage points; margins of error are greater for subsamples of the population. For 

example, M.O.E. for the sample of cottage/camp users (n=77) is ± 11.2 and for the 

sample of those who burn garbage at home or cottage/camp (n=50) is ± 13.9.
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Methods of garbage 

disposal at home

The proportion of residents of 

Northwest Ontario who use 

dumps or landfills has increased 

since 2001; incidence of burning 

garbage has decreased.

Bury on own property

Burn on own property

Composting

Dump/landfill

Collection service pick-up

Recycling
78

79

82

75

56

70

44

44

19

11

6

0.5
2001

2010

Methods of garbage disposal at home
2001 - 2010

1

*

*Less than one percent
Q1
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Methods of payment for 

home garbage collection

As in 2001, home garbage collection continues to be 

mainly paid through municipal taxes.

Methods of payment for garbage collection at home
2001 - 2010

2

2010

2001 89 3 3 5

84 7 6 2

Municipal taxes

Payment to collector

Bag-tag/pay per use

Other/dk/na Q29
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Home garbage dumping 

costs

Northwestern Ontarians who use 

dumps and landfills are more likely 

now than in 2001 to be paying in 

excess of $50 per year. However, the 

average amount cited is $45 per 

year.
dk/na

Other

No fee/don't exceed limit

Fee per item

Pay per weight

Pay per load/visit

$51 or more per year

$1 to $50 per year
18

19

4

23

5

8

6

5

14

4

52

29

2

3

5

10

2001

2010

Dumping fee
2001 - 2010

3

Subsample:  Respondent's garbage is brought to the dump/landfill from home

Q3

Subsample: those who take any home garbage to the dump/landfill 

(2010 n=208; 2001 n=175)
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Home garbage dumping 

frequency

Residents of this region have not altered their frequency of use of 

dumps/landfills since 2001. Six in ten (61%) report a recycling depot 

at the dump, compared to 46 percent in 2001.

Other/dk/na

Every two or three weeks

Once a week or more

Once a month or less
64

64

17

14

18

15

2

7

2001

2010

Dumping frequency
2001 - 2010

4

Subsample:  Respondent's garbage is brought to the dump/landfill from home

Q4

Subsample: those who take any home garbage to the dump/landfill 

(2010 n=208; 2001 n=175)
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Time to drive to home 

garbage dump

Northwestern Ontarians travel basically the same distance to 

dumps/landfills as in 2001. The average time cited is 14 minutes.

dk/na

16 minutes or more

11 to 15 minutes

6 to 10 minutes

1 to 5 minutes
20

20

26

32

22

14

31

29

1

6

2001

2010

Time to drive to dump
2001 - 2010

5

Subsample:  Respondent's garbage is brought to the dump/landfill from home

Q5

Subsample: those who take any home garbage to the dump/landfill 

(2010 n=208; 2001 n=175)
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Cottage/camp use

• One-quarter (26%) of Northwest Ontario adults report having regular 

use of a cottage or camp located in Ontario (comparable to 21% in 

2001).

• As in 2001, the majority (61% in 2010) use their cottage or camp 

only in the summer months.

• 10 percent use their cottage once a week or more throughout the 

year (similar to 13% of cottagers in 2001).

• In the following analyses, note that sample sizes are small and thus 

margins of error are larger for this population. 
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Methods of garbage 

disposal at cottage/camp

Use of a dump or landfill for 

disposal of cottage garbage is 

now equalled by the use of 

recycling. Half (51%) of 

cottage/camp users who use a 

dump say there is a recycling 

depot there, compared to 11 

percent of those who used a 

dump for their cottage garbage 

in 2001.
Bury on own property

Collection service pick-up

Burn on own property

Composting

Bring home/take into town

Recycling

Dump/landfill
72

69

47

63

20

29

36

27

19

23

18

9

0

1

2001

2010

Methods of garbage disposal at cottage or camp
2001 - 2010

9

Q9

Subsample: Those with regular access to a cottage or camp

(2010 n=77; 2001 n=44) note: small base sizes – M.O.E. 11.2

11



2010 Household Garbage Disposal and Burning Survey Environics

Use of dump for 

cottage/camp garbage

• Half (48%) of cottagers who use a dump or landfill (n=53) pay under 

$100 per year; three in ten (29%) say they pay no fee. The average 

amount cited is $36.

• Half (52%) use their cottage dump once a month or less; two in ten 

(19%) use it at least weekly.

• It takes an average of 21 minutes to drive to the dump used for 

cottage garbage disposal.
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Types of garbage burned

Regional residents who burn garbage 

at home or at their cottage or camp 

remain most likely to burn paper, 

wood scraps and cardboard. Fewer 

than in 2001 report burning yard 

waste or construction debris. Only 

small proportions burn other garbage 

types.
(note that sample sizes are small and margins of 

error are larger for this population)

Subsample: Those who burn garbage at home/cottage/camp

(2010 n=50; 2001 n=71 ) note: small base sizes – M.O.E. 13.9

Other

Plastic containers/

wrapping/foam

Food scraps

Construction debris

Yard waste

Cardboard

Wood scraps

Paper
79

85

86

65

78

63

58

44

44

31

14

15

8

13

3

8

2001

2010

Types of garbage burned
2001 - 2010

15

Q15
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Method of burning 

garbage

Northwestern Ontarians are more 

likely than in 2001 to report burning 

garbage in an open pit; use of other 

methods is quite similar.

dk/na

Other

Outdoor wood furnace or boiler

Fireplace

Burn barrel

Wood stove

Open pit
35

50

59

47

38

32

15

18

0

6

5

1

0

4

2001

2010

Method of burning garbage
17

2001 - 2010

Subsample:  Respondent burns garbage either at home or at the cottage or camp

Q17

15

Subsample: Those who burn garbage at home/cottage/camp

(2010 n=50; 2001 n=71 ) note: small base sizes – M.O.E. 13.9
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Frequency of burning 

garbage at home

Garbage is generally 

burned at home once a 

week or less.

dk/na

6 or more times per week

4 to 5 times per week

2 to 3 times per week

1 time per week or less
72

64

10

14

6

8

11

3

1

11

2001

2010

Frequency of burning garbage at home
18

2001 - 2010

Subsample:  Respondent burns garbage at home

Q18

16

Subsample: Those who burn garbage at home

(2010 n=34; 2001 n=60 ) note: small base sizes – M.O.E. 16.8



2010 Household Garbage Disposal and Burning Survey Environics

Amount of garbage 

burned at one time

Northwestern Ontarians are 

burning less garbage than in 

2001: three-quarters burn one 

bag or less each time.
dk/na

Varies, no usual/typical amount

Three or more bags

Two bags

About one bag

Less than one bag
31

37

28

37

12

5

17

6

10

2

2

12

2001

2010

Amount of garbage burned at one time
20

2001 - 2010

Subsample:  Respondent burns garbage either at home or at the cottage or camp

Q20

17

Subsample: Those who burn garbage at home/cottage/camp

(2010 n=50; 2001 n=71 ) note: small base sizes – M.O.E. 13.9
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Reasons for burning 

garbage

The main reason that 

regional residents burn 

garbage is to reduce 

waste and save landfill 

space (49%); they are 

less likely to mention 

heating than in 2001.

Other/none/dk/na

Compost/ashes/recycle

Dump too far away

Recycling not available

Landfill restrictions

Heat

Confidential papers/information

Collection too expensive

Convenience

Use in fire making/kindling

Reduce waste/save landfill space
29

49

13

22

19

21

8

11

3

11

26

8

3

5

5

3

9

1

5

0

8

16

2001

2010

Reasons for burning garbage
2001 - 2010

21

Subsample:  Respondent burns garbage either at home or at the cottage or camp

Q21

18

Subsample: Those who burn garbage

at home/cottage/camp

(2010 n=50; 2001 n=71 )

note: small base sizes – M.O.E. 13.9
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Burning garbage

• 83 percent of Northwestern Ontario residents say that burning 

garbage is not a common practice where they live. 

• Although the base of those who burn garbage at home is small, 

these residents are significantly more likely to think that burning 

garbage is a common practice than those who use other garbage 

disposal methods.

• In the following analyses, note that sample size of those who burn 

garbage is small and thus margins of error are larger for this 

population. 
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Personal reasons to stop 

burning garbage

The small proportion of regional 

residents who still burn garbage 

are less likely than in 2001 to 

think of a reason why they would 

stop.

dk/na

Nothing

Other

Proven harmful to environment

If there are complaints

Illegal

Affordable/efficient collection service
14

23

16

10

0

6

9

5

22

6

29

43

12

10

2001

2010

Personal reasons to stop burning garbage
24

2001 - 2010

Subsample:  Respondent burns garbage either at home or at the cottage or camp

Q24

21

Subsample: Those who burn garbage at home/cottage/camp

(2010 n=50; 2001 n=71 ) note: small base sizes – M.O.E. 13.9
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General reasons to stop 

burning garbage 

Pollution and its impact on the 

environment or health remains the 

most cited top-of-mind reason why 

people should stop burning 

garbage.

Subsample: Those who could think of a reason to stop burning garbage 

(2010 n=279; 2001 n=311). Note that in 2010 this question was not asked of 

current garbage burners who could not think of a personal reason to stop. 

dk/na

No reason

Other

Recycling/collection better

Fire hazard

Pollution/environment
78

75

6

7

2

1

4

6

7

5

10

14

2001

2010

General reasons to stop burning garbage
25

2001 - 2010

Subsample:  Respondent that might think of a reason why to stop burning garbage

Q25
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Awareness of ads about 

burning garbage 

Four in ten (41%) Northwestern 

Ontarians have seen or heard 

advertising messages indicating that 

burning garbage is an unsafe practice. 

Those who burn garbage are as likely 

to recall seeing something as others.

Ads about burning garbage are most 

likely to have been seen on television, 

but two in ten also remember hearing 

something on the radio or seeing an ad 

in a newspaper.dk/na

Other

EcoSuperior

Website

Shows/events

Word-of-mouth

Highway billboard

Poster

Newspaper

Radio

Television 29

23

20

3

3

3

3

2

2

7

25

Source of message 27

2010

Q27

23

Subsample: Those aware of an ad about 

garbage burning being unsafe (n=132)
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Arguments against

burning garbage
% saying “extremely convincing”

Those who burn garbage are less likely than others to think that most of these arguments 

are extremely convincing, the exception being that burning is an issue of fire safety, 

which they are as likely as others to think will be extremely convincing.

In 2001, food and water supply 

arguments were tested separately. 

(45% extremely convincing for 

water argument / 37% for food )

In 2001, wildlife and environment 

arguments were tested separately. 

(44% wildlife / 54% environment)

Is an issue of fire safety

Could make one liable

for fire damages

Releases air pollution that can

harm wildlife/environment

Releases air pollution that can

cause serious health problems

Releases air pollution that

can harm water/food supply 49

49

46

45

48

43

35

37

2001

2010

Arguments against burning garbage
28

Extremely convincing – 10 on a scale of 1 - 10

2001 - 2010

n/a

n/a

Q28

24

Thinking that specific arguments 

against burning garbage would be 

extremely convincing is basically 

unchanged from 2001.
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Effectiveness of law

against burning garbage

Northwestern Ontarians are slightly more likely now than in 2001 to 

believe that a law against burning garbage would be very effective – but 

belief in effectiveness overall is essentially unchanged. Current garbage 

burners are the least likely to think such a law would be effective, but 

four in ten of them still think it would be at least somewhat effective.

Very

effective

Somewhat

effective

Not very

effective

Not at all

effective

dk/na

25
32

48

38

16 15
8

10
3 4

2001 2010

Effectiveness of law against burning garbage
2001 - 2010

29

Q29
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